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hampered by bad generals, and it was some time before
he found the right man in General Grant. But above
all Lincoln impressed upon his followers, and later on
upon millions of people in the outside world, that they
of the North were fighting to preserve something pre-
cious, nothing less, indeed, than the continued existence
of a great and free nation. Lincoln knew that a powerful
United States might play a noble part in the world of
the future. He also knew that a broken, disrupted
country would not only bring no happiness to its citizens
but would become a thing of small account among other
nations. To-day, more than ever before, we are able
to realise what the world owes to this rugged backwoods-
man who became President, and who chose an awful
war as being a lesser evil than tamely allowing the
Southern States to secede from the Union. For had
there been no Abraham Lincoln there might well have
been no powerful United States of America to stand
forth in the hour of need as a protector of the oppressed
and a champion of freedom.

The war was thus a war for the preservation of unity;
nevertheless, the slavery question was not forgotten by
Lincoln. He knew that sooner or later slavery would
have to be abolished, but it was not until January i,
1863, that he felt strong enough to issue a proclamation
declaring that all slaves held by people in rebellion
against the proper government of the country should
henceforward be free. Thus in a few words he emanci-
pated all the slaves in the rebellious Southern States,
and the issues at stake had been plainly set down for all
to understand. If the North won the war, a united